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BMI Food security and sustainable development lab is bringing agrotech and advanced 
practices to the poorest corners of the world, to fight pests and diseases that damage crops. 
BMI’s cooperation with ICIPE, a prominent research institute in Kenya, sponsored by the 
Matanel foundation has launched a joint research project that focuses on combating the 
oriental fruit fly. This co-operation promotes both low and high technology solutions, but 
stresses that these solutions must be accompanied by an adjustment to local conditions and 
farmers' change of practice. The project is implemented in different communities to find the 
best locally adapted practice crop protection, based on integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
in which pesticides' use is minimized and pest management is balanced technically, 
environmentally and economically. Concerns over profit, risk (uncertainty), innovation 
acceptance, environment and health awareness as well as human pride challenge the 
adoption of the IPM. The project has several objectives: (1) Dissemination of a sustainable 
solution to the oriental fruit fly in mango orchards of Elgeyo Marakwet County, Kenya; (2) 
Capacity building of the local extension service; (3) Increasing the regional cooperation and 
(4) Assessing the impact of adopting a new practice, analyzed within a PhD thesis which was 
submitted to Tel Aviv University. The insights from the project are already used in a new 
project for regional management of the fall armyworm, an invading pest that causes 
devastating losses around Africa to maize, the continent's major staple crop. The fall 
armyworm activity, financed by Bill and Melinda Gates foundation, is done by cooperation of 
Tel Aviv University and ICIPE in various counties around Western Kenya. These projects do 
not only promote a change but actually digs in deep on how to help the farmers in Kenya 
and improve their life as a whole. 


